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In their most daring misadventure, the Baudelaire orphans are adopted by very, very rich people,

whose penthouse apartment is located mysteriously close to the place where all their misfortune

began. Even though their new home in the city is fancy, and the children are clever and charming,

Iâ€²m sorry to say that still, the unlucky orphans will encounter more disaster and woe. In fact, in this

sixth book in A Series of Unfortunate Events, the children will experience a darkened staircase, a

red herring, an auction, parsley soda, some friends in a dire situation, a secret passageway, and

pinstripe suits. Both literary and irreverent, hilarious and deftly crafted, A Series of Unfortunate

Events offers an exquisitely dark comedy in the tradition of Edward Gorey and Roald Dahl. Lemon

Snicketâ€²s uproariously unhappy books continue to win readers, despite all his warning. Ages 10+
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After "The Austere Academy", I wondered whether this series of books could get any better. They

can and they did. In "The Ersatz Elevator", the sixth book in this series, the Baudelaire orphans

move in with a non-relative in a penthouse apartment. While you might think that a penthouse

apartment (which has something like 71 bedrooms) and kitchens, and sitting rooms, and on and on,



would be a lovely place to live, you would be thinking wrong, because this is one of the books in "A

Series of Unfortunate Events", and those of you that have read the previous books know that little

good comes to pass concerning the Baudelaire orphans.This time the problem is that Esme Squalor

(the sixth most important financial advisor in the city) and her husband Jerome are way too hung up

on what is "in". Esme must go to only the "in" restaurants; she must wear only "in" clothes, which

includes the children, and on and on. Unfortunately, being "in" also means multiple compromises in

terms of comfort. For example, the penthouse is on the top of a building with 66 stories, and

elevators are "out". So the Squalors and the Baudelaires must walk up and down the 66 stories

each time the go in to and out from the building. They certainly received sufficient exercise. Before I

forget, orphans are also "in".Of course, we know that Count Olaf must eventually show up, and he

does. However, there is a mystery. We find that Count Olaf went up to the apartment and did not

later leave the building. Therein lies the crux of the mystery for this story.This story climaxes with

the children running briefly into old friends, and then losing them again. They also nearly catch

Count Olaf, again. In the end, the children are forced to find a new home once again.
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